


. s.~j1tt/~ steam units are appropriately
typical Americah homes.

.1< ,.. T.4e same ARI formula clearly shows that Skuttle

steam humidifiers are better sized than Honeywell
TrueSTEAM units to accommodate normal-sized
hom~s. (See the "Home Size Capacities" table,
below,,~'Again, better sizing translates to energy
efficiency and savings.

Skuffle's flushing technology does a superior
job of conserving water and energy.

Both Honeywell TrueSTEAM and Skuttle
F-Series humidifiers come factory-equipped with
programmable flushing capability3. Both brands
do a thorough job of flushing, although they
employ different techniques and are based on
different flushing ideologies. When comparing
factory settings for the two brands, it's quickly
apparent that Skuttle's flushing technology does
a far superior job of saving water and electricity.
(See "Factory-Set Flushing Differences" Table,
page 3.)

Honeywell product claims need to be taken
in context.

For example, Honeywell literature claims that
TrueSTEAM is the most eco-friendly way
to humidify a ho~~ because it uses up to.~

percent less Water than traditional whole-house
humidifiers. While this may be true when
compared to flow-thru humidifiers, it is not true
when compared to whole-house drum humidifiers.
Since both steam and drum technologies rely on
evaporation, equal-sized units use approximately
the same amount of water to humidify identical
homes. And, as we've already shown, the popular
6-gallon TrueSTEAM is less eco-friendly than the
13-gallon Skuttle 60-1, because of the substantial
differences in energy and water consumption.

Honeywell literature also claims that, "while other
humidifiers rely on moisture-filled pads that can
be susceptible to bacteria growth in the water and

. -
the airstream, TrueSTEAM delivers 'true steam'-
the cleanest form ofhumidification."4 This is a
dangerously e/aggerated claim on two levels.

First of all, b~teria may grow inside the body of
a flow-thru of drum humidifier (both of which
Honeywell sell$), but not to an extent that it
is problematic with regular maintenance. The
concern, however, that pad-based humidifiers eject
bacteria into the air stream is absolutely false. As ..
noted on Skuttle's homeowrl.~r website5.. .

Extensive, objective tests at Penn State .
uniVersity proVeaciincLus1Vely that water ;1;',

evaporated from these humidifiers leaves
impurities (such as calcium, iron, lime and
bacteria) behind. In other words, these
contaminants are not dispersed into the living
environment and cause no adverse health
effects. In fact, the humidified air exiting properly
maintained evaporative-type units was found to be
cleaner and more healthful than when it entered.

[Boldface added.]

Secondly,. all steam humidifiers produce true steam,
and steam humidification is no plJ.rer in the air
stream than flow-thru or drum humidification.
(continued on page 3)
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